98                                                                               SREfi   OOPALAK10SHNAYVA

several Andhra districts, propagating the Nagpur creed. On the
14th January, he presided over the Bapatla Taluk Conference ; on
21st, he presided over the Godavary District Students9 Conference
at Rajahmundry, where he appealed to the students to come
out of their schools and colleges, sacrifice their studies for one
year, and work for Swaraj. " All are bound to die one day, "
he declared, {< whether of some epidemic or disease or otherwise.
Then why not they sacrifice themselves in a noble cause, for the
sake of their country ? " '* In this University of Life, " he said,
" of which God is the Chancellor, they should try to graduate
by attaining Moksham...Europe has banished God out of its
jurisdiction and He is reappearing in India in the form of Gandhi,
even like Narasimha to destroy the bureaucratic Hiranyakasyapa.
India can never find a more auspicious occasion than the present,
better means than non-violent non-co-operation, and a greater
leader than Mahatma Gandhi. ** Subsequently he addressed several
meetings at Cocanada, Ellore, Bhimavaram, Guntur, Tenali and
Bapatla, where he drew large numbers of students out of their
schools and colleges. At Tenali, as a result of his preachings,
we are told, ce only 150 out of 1200 attended school; and the
school was closed for a week. " Again, at the end of the week,
the " attendance was miserably poor, and the strike was con-
tinuing. M At Ellore, he was largely responsible for collecting
a decent sum from the local Zamindars and merchants for
founding the Gandhi Maha Vidyalaya, which is still continuing.

In March, 1921, we have already seen, he brought his
Ramadandu to the Bezwada All-India Congress Committee
meeting, where it won him laurels from every body. Early next
month, Mahatmaji visited Chirala and gave his blessings to him
and to the people of Chirala-Perala, and he even wrote articles
in his Young India, in praise of both. The next few months
were busy months for him, in connection with the Chirala
exodus and after. On the 10th June, the Guntur District Con-
ference which met at Porinur congratulated the brave people
of Chirala; and as a mark of its appreciation of the services
of their leader, alike to Chirala and to Andhradesa, they bestowed